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Assignment 1

Mapping Particulars

Purpose

This first assignment asks you to engage with mapping, neighborhoods, and physical space so that you can begin to practically assess they ways in which race and class are tied to place. The goal of this unit is to encourage you to become more aware of the subtle aspects of your physical environment so you can explore the underlying power structures at work in your specific communities. Rhetorically, this unit will focus upon issues of pre-writing designed to help you generate insightful and complex arguments that push beyond superficial response, as well as employ rough plans to create effective, unified structures for the resulting essay superior to the formulaic and restrictive five-paragraph format.   

Topic Overview

In Denis Wood’s Everything Sings: Maps for a Narrative Atlas, he highlights specific themes, objects, and details from one neighborhood in his hometown to elucidate a different kind of narrative from that of the standard navigational street map or map of political boundaries. Wood’s discoveries about the people living in the real life spaces he maps reveal to us the ways in which the particulars of space can structure more than just the physicality of a community. Physical space can tell the kinds of stories that might otherwise be obscured by different kinds of rhetoric.

Writing Task

Chose one aspect of your current Los Angeles neighborhood to investigate, consider the ways in which a discussion of physical space can be used to address underlying issues of race and class in L.A., and then respond to the following writing prompt in a five to six page, thesis-driven essay:

How might the physical attributes in your L.A. neighborhood speak to the subjects of race and/or class?

Keep in Mind

Only providing simple observations of your neighborhood, while an important aspect of the brainstorming process, will not make for a complex argumentative essay. Make sure that your essay isn’t just a list of observations. Make a claim. Develop an argument.
Avoid making sweeping generalizations about your neighborhood or the people who inhabit it. Instead, question the varying implications of your observations so that you don’t fall into the trap of making causal arguments wherein you draw one to one definitive correlations between a singular physical attribute and a singular political, social, or personal significance.

Final Draft Due: Thursday, September 12th
at the beginning of class
