
Creative Writing

Poetry Assignment #4: The American Life
Directions: Your task for poetry assignment number four is to compose a poem that is inspired by the This American Life episode, 24 Hours at the Golden Apple.  Specifically, you must base your poem on one of the persons interviewed in the story.  The poem can be about the person, written from the person’s perspective, or inspired by something the person reveals during the course of the interview.  
In order to process the episode, we will listen to the story in its entirety during class.  You should also review the story from home.  You can access the episode by going to the following link: http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/172/24-hours-at-the-golden-apple.  Please note:  You can access this link on the Creative Writing: Poetry section of my website (antonioscaruso.com).
The poem should be based on the following:
· The poem must be 30 lines long.
· Your poem should make use as many of the specific poetic devices covered in class as possible (enjambment, end-stop, simile, metaphor, etc.), and you need to be cognizant of the manner in which you break the lines and present the poem on the page. 

· Your poem should incorporate specific images (think about painting a picture, either of an event, an experience, or a scene).

· Your poem should incorporate unusual comparisons. (How can you extend the five senses to create a more accurate work?)

· Included with your poem should be a short, written assessment where you 1. reveal the meaning of the poem and the person from the story, 2. discuss what the composing process was like, and 3. indicate what specific poetic devices you incorporated into the poem.  This assessment is for me, initially.  Please do not share it with the other members of the class until after you read your poem.  Your assessment must be at least five to seven sentences long--a paragraph or more in length.

· Your poem and your response to the poem must be typed.

· Please make enough copies for the entire class (25 copies).

Dates

1. On Wednesday, November 28, rough drafts of your poem are due.  We will conduct peer-editing sessions in class where you will share your draft with three of your classmates and write responses to these drafts.

2. Each student will turn in a final copy on Thursday, November 29.

Reminders

1. Please make only two copies of the poem and poetry assessment.  One copy is for you and one is for me.

2. Your classmates should receive copies of the poem, only, minus the assessment.  Please make enough copies for every student in the class (approximately 25 poems).


